
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          December 11, 2018 
 
Ms. Marie Brady 
Ecotone Ecological Restoration 
2120 High Point Road 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 
 
 
 Re:  Moore’s Branch Stream Restoration at Park School 
   Forest Buffer Variance 
   Tracking #02-18-2859 
 
Dear Ms. Brady: 
 

This Department received a request for a variance from the Law for the Protection of 
Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains on November 20, 2018.  The request 
proposes temporary impacts to approximately 2,940 linear feet of stream channel and 
1.58 acres of Forest Buffer Easement to restore the main branch of Moore’s Run (Use III) 
that generally flows west to east through the school’s property.  This restoration is being 
funded through a Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays Fund Grant and is not being 
done for mitigation or TMDL credit, nor is it related to any development activity.   
 

This Department has reviewed your request and has determined that a practical 
difficulty exists given that the stream restoration is being voluntarily done to reduce 
erosion and protect the school’s property.  Consequently, the only alternative to these 
impacts is the “no- build” option, which would result in continued degradation of the 
stream system.  Furthermore, impacts to water quality are temporary and serve a greater 
purpose of providing a stable stream system with functioning riparian buffer, given that 
the stream’s current condition is significantly increasing bed sedimentation and bank 
erosion in downstream reaches, thus impacting the water quality and habitat of this 
stream system.  Finally, reforesting all temporarily disturbed area can further minimize 
the potential for impacts to water quality and aquatic resources as a result of this 
proposal.  Therefore, we find that impacts to water quality would be adequately 
minimized if this variance is granted. 
 
 



Ms. Marie Brady 
Moore’s Branch Stream Restoration at Park School 
Forest Buffer Variance 
December 11, 2018 
Page 2 
 

Based on these findings, we will grant the requested variance in accordance with 
Section 33-3-106 of the Baltimore County Code, with the following conditions: 

 
1. Surveyed limits of the Forest Buffer Easement shall be permanently posted at 

100-foot intervals or at any of its corners with “Forest Buffer - Do Not Disturb” 
signs prior to December 11, 2019 or reduction of any environmental securities, 
whichever comes first.   

 
2. The construction drawings and reforestation plan must be submitted to EPS staff 

for review and approval.  Additionally, these plans must address any comments 
from Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE). 
 

3. The following note must appear on all plans submitted for this project: 
“A variance was granted by the Baltimore County Department of Environmental 
Protection and Sustainability from the Law for the Protection of Water Quality, 
Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains on December 11, 2018.  Conditions were 
placed on this variance to reduce water quality impacts including posting of 
protective signage along the Forest Buffer Easement as well as riparian buffer 
planting onsite.” 

 
It is the intent of this Department to approve this variance subject to the above 

conditions.  Any changes to site layout may require submittal of revised plans and a new 
variance request. 

 
Please have the party responsible for meeting the conditions of this variance sign the 

statement on the next page and return a signed copy of this letter to this Department 
within 21 calendar days.  Failure to return a signed copy may render this approval null 
and void, or may result in delays in the processing of plans for this project. 
 

If you have any questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Mr. Glenn 
Shaffer at (410) 887-3980. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
David V. Lykens 
Acting Director 
 
 
DVL:ges 
 



Ms. Marie Brady 
Moore’s Branch Stream Restoration at Park School 
Forest Buffer Variance 
December 11, 2018 
Page 3 
 
 
c. Ms. Joan Webber, Director, Park School 
 Ms. Kelly Neff, Maryland Department of the Environment 
 
 
 
 
 
I/we agree to the above conditions to bring my/our property into compliance with Law 
for the Protection of Water Quality, Streams, Wetlands and Floodplains. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
School Representative’s Signature          Date    
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
School Representative’s Printed Name 
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